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	Dear Friend, 

Several buses with 250 teenagers and chaperones from the Archdiocese of New Orleans traveled to the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., from January 19-24, 2012. Joining the teenagers and chaperones from both South Shore parishes/schools and North Shore parishes/schools were ten seminarians and three deacons, four priests, six sisters and two brothers. The trip was sponsored by the CYO/Youth & Young Adult Ministry Office. 
 
Seminarian and coordinator Tim Hedrick said they hope to accomplish three things on the trip: (1) support the pro-life movement and the sanctity of life, and be an advocate; (2) evangelize the young people - provide a moving spiritual experience, if they have not already had one; (3) expose them to different vocations, encouraging them to reflect on "What did God call me to do?"
 
"In addition to promoting a pro-life culture among the teenagers, we are trying to expose the participants to young men and women who have responded to a vocation to the priesthood and religious life. Our goal is to allow the young people to see these men and women living their different vocations joyfully and to encourage them to consider answering a vocation to the priesthood or religious life."
 
The buses stopped in Nashville at the Dominican Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia - the teenagers prayed with the sisters and had breakfast - after which six Dominican sisters joined them on the buses.  
 
After arriving in Washington, D.C., the teenagers had a rich and varied experience which included the following activities: prayed at an abortion clinic; prayed at the White House; visited the National Holocaust Museum (making the connection between abortion and the Holocaust); visited the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception; attended Geaux Forth: Louisiana Right to Life Youth Rally - attended by 1,000 teens from Louisiana; another big youth rally and Mass with 5,000 teens from around the country; marched in the 39th Annual Rally & March for Life from the National Mall to the U.S. Supreme Court; and met with the Louisiana Congressional Delegation.
 
Catholic Foundation donors' support of the Archdiocesan March for Life Pilgrimage demonstrates how the Foundation has been promoting the annual March for Life. Foundation donors are also pleased to encourage initiatives involving vocations cultivation. 

	
	
	

	



